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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sunderland  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  hereby  present  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  district,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  we  have  been  free  from 
any  epidemics.  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
responsible  for  most  of  the  notifications  received  during 
1950;  there  were  no  cases  of  Enteric  fever.  Malaria, 
Small  Pox,  Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  reported.  Diphtheria 
continues  to  be  on  the  decline,  five  of  the  six  cases 
notified  were  children  who  were  housed  in  one  small 
caravan,  under  which  circumstances,  one  child  having 
caught  the  infection,  it  was  almost  impossible  for  the 
remainder  to  escape.  The  disease  was  of  a  fairly  mild 
type.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  notified.  Nine  cases  of  Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  were  reported  and  confirmed.  One  child  is 
still  in  hospital  receiving  treatment;  all  cases  notified 
were  of  the  paralytic  type. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  suspected 
food  poisoning  among  the  children  attending  the  County 
School  at  South  Hylton.  There  were  approximately 
100  children  and  adults — teachers  and  those  concerned 
with  the  preparation  of  food  in  the  school  kitchen, 
affected.  The  disease  was  very  mild  and  in  most  cases 
parents  had  kept  their  children  off  school  for  a  day  or 
so  without  notifying  their  local  doctor.  Directly  noti¬ 
fication  was  received  from  the  district  Education  Officer, 
the  Pathologist  and  Bacteriologist  from  the  Sunderland 
Royal  Infirmary,  the  senior  sanitary  inspector  and  his 
assistant,  my  clerk  and  myself  began  our  investigations 
at  the  school.  Home  visits  were  made  and  rectal  swabs 
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taken,  and  although  no  food  poisoning  organisms  were 
revealed  the  meat  bacterial  count  was  1,000,000  per 
gramme.  This  latter  figure  was  rather  high  and  con¬ 
sisted  of  Bacillus  Coli  micrococci  but  no  organisms  of 
the  salmonella  group  were  isolated. 

Later,  a  report  was  submitted  to  the  Durham  County 
Council  regarding  certain  improvements  in  the  school 
canteens,  and  as  a  result,  the  County  Council  suggested 
that  our  Health  Staff  might  supervise  the  buildings  and 
methods  of  food  preparation.  From  then  visits  were 
made  periodically  to  the  above  premises. 


I  visited  several  cases  where  help  was  required  foraged, 
needy  and  infirm  persons.  Some  of  these  persons  received 
Home  Help  through  the  Durham  County  Council  and 
others  were  admitted  to  hospitals.  Since  the  opening 
of  the  Geriatric  Unit  in  Sunderland  I  have  taken  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  desirability,  and  particularly 
the  early  admittance  of  our  elderly  people  to  the  above 
unit,  and  have  also  taken  part  in  the  examination, 
treatment  and  aftercare  of  these  patients.  I  would  like 
here  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Consultant  in  charge 
of  this  Unit  for  his  effort  and  co-operation  In  (this 
most  important  subject. 

Requests  were  made  to  the  Health  Department  with 
regard  to  better  housing  accommodation  for  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  These  cases 
were  visited  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Council’s 
Housing  Officer  who  placed  the  names  of  the  applicants 
on  the  priority  list  for  early  consideration. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  support 
received  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  at  all  times 
during  the  past  year. 

REGINALD  C.  F.  SMITH,  M.D.,  B.S.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Health  Department, 

July,  1951. 
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STATISTICS. 


8,286  acres. 


Area  (in  acres)  ... 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resi¬ 
dent  population  mid-1950  ...  28,690 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st 

December,  1950  ...  ...  ...  8,402 

Rateable  Value  .  £137,179 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  £469 


Births  and  Birth-Rate. 


The  nett  number  of  births  in  the  district  was  558. 


The  sex  and  legitimacy  classification  is  shown  thus :  — 


Live  Births  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

...  286 

261 

547 

Illegitimate 

8 

O 

O 

11 

558 


The  birth-rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  is  19.5,  a  slight  increase  over  the  previous  year  and 
a  little  above  the  rate  per  thousand  of  the  total  popula¬ 
tion  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  15.8. 

In  addition  to  the  Comparability  Factor  issued  in 
order  to  determine  a  more  accurate  death-rate,  the 
Registrar-General  has,  for  the  year  1950,  prepared  and 
issued  a  factor  to  determine  a  more  accurate  birth-rate. 
This  factor  for  the  Sunderland  Rural  District  is  1.03, 
and  the  Corrected  Birth-rate  calculated  therefrom  is  20. 


Still  Births  : 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate 

..5  6  11 

Illegitimate 

— -  - — -  — 

During  the  year  there  were  11  still-births  in  the  dist¬ 
rict.  The  still-ibirth  rate  of  the  population  is  0.38  per 
thousand,  an  increase  over  the  figure  recorded  in  1949, 
viz.,  4  still-births  which  gave  a  mortality  rate  of  0.16 
per  thousand  total  population. 

The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales  is 
0.37. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  during  1950 
(corrected  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  and  includ¬ 
ing  deaths  from  all  causes  and  at  all  ages)  is  313:  viz., 
164  males  and  149  females.  The  recorded  death-rate 
being  10.9  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population. 


6 


The  Comparability  Factor  for  deaths  is  1.13  and  the 
Corrected  Death-Rate  calculated  therefrom  is  12.1  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  with 
the  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  11.6  per 
thousand  total  population. 


The  following  Table  shows  the  variation  in  the  birth 
and  death-rates  and  the  increase  in  population  during 
the  preceding  four  years,  as  compared  with  1950  :  — 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Sunderland  R.D. 
1946  . 

23,430 

21.9 

11.6 

1947  . 

23,870 

22.8 

10.9 

1948  . 

24,590 

18.5 

11.4 

1949  . 

25,220 

18.9 

14.2a 

1950  . 

28,690 

20.0a 

12.1a 

a — Corrected  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Thirty  children  died  during  1950  before  attaining  the 


age  of  one  year. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  . . . 

16 

13  ' 

l  -if) 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

r 

The  death-rate  for  infants  under  one  year  is  shown 
according  to  the  number  of  live  births  and  legitimacy :  — 

Death  Rate  for  all  infants  per  thousand  live  births  is 
53.8. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  above  the  average  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  29.8  per  thousand  related 
births.  The  deaths  were  due  to  Premature  Birth,  Birth 
Injuries,  Bronchitis,  Whooping  Cough,  Enteritis  and 
Pneumonia. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Sunderland  Rural  District 
during  1950. 

The  following  Table  shows  in  detail  the  number  of 
deaths,  male  and  female,  and  the  causes  of  death  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  Compared  with  the  Table  for 
the  preceding  year  a  slight  decrease  is  recorded  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  Heart  Disease 
and  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Can¬ 
cer. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  ... 

10 

4 

14 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

1 

— 

1 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

1 

1 

diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer 

26 

19 

45 

Leukaemia  ... 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

— 

2 

2 

system 

14 

29 

43 

Heart  Disease 

39 

49 

88 

Other  circulatory  disease  .. 

4 

5 

9 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

7 

5 

12 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

10 

8 

18 

system 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

1 

— 

1 

Duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and 

6 

— 

6 

Diarrhoea 

4 

_ 

4 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

6 

— 

6 

Congenital  Malformations  . . . 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

5 

2 

7 

diseases 

16 

17 

33 

Accidents 

6 

.  . 

6 

Suicide 

2 

3 

5 

Totals  ... 

164 

149 

313 

8 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  is  operated  under  the  direction 
of  the  Durham  County  Council.  All  telephone  calls  or 
other  messages  in  respect  of  the  service  of  an  ambulance 
are  now  directed  to  East  Herrington  8137,  which  is  the 
ambulance  station  at  Devon  Street  New  Herrington, 
covering  the  parishes  of  Ryhope,  Silksworth  and  Tun- 
stall,  Ford,  Offerton  and  the  Herringtons,  or  Hebburn 
32157,  which  is  the  ambulance  station  at  1,  St.  John’s 
Avenue,  Hebburn,  covering  the  parish  ot  Hylton.  The 
requirements  of  the  ambulance  service  are  kept  under 
constant  review,  and  such  adjustments  as  experience 
shows  to  be  required  are  made  from  time  to  time. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  of  sputa  and  throat 
swabs  from  general  practitioners  were  again  undertaken 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Government 
Buildings,  Ponteland  Road,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  5. 
According  to  reports  received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  the  following  specimens  were  submitted  for 
examination :  — 

Bacteriological  Examinations  for  the  year  1950:  — 

For  Tubercle  Bacilli  For  Diphtheria 

Positive  ...  ...  —  Positive  ...  ...  — 

Negative  r.  ...  4  Negative  ...  ...  3 

In  addition  to  the  above,  9  examinations  of  specimens 
of  faeces  were  carried  out  at  the  Central  Laboratory, 
Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland,  in  connection  with  an 
outbreak  of  suspected  food  poisoning  at  South  Hylton. 
Eight  of  the  specimens  were  negative  and  one  specimen 
showed  Salmonella  Typhi-murium  to  be  present. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

During  the  year,  674  cases  of  infectious  disease,  in¬ 
cluding  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  were  notified,  as 
compared  with  528  cases  for  the  previous  year  and  591 
cases  in  1948. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  notification  of  this  disease  amounted  to  25,  a 
slight  increase  over  the  figure  for  the  previous  year 
which  was  17.  The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type  and 
caused  no  anxiety. 

Diphtheria 

Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year. 
Five  of  these  were  children  who  were  housed  in  one 
small  caravan  under  which  circumstances  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  escape  infection. 

The  efficiency  of  immunisation  of  children  against 
Diphtheria  is  shown  by  the  remakable  way  in  which 
the  incidence  of  this  disease  has  decreased  during  past 
years. 

The  Immunisation  Scheme  was  carried  out,  as  in 
previous  years,  successfully.  The  number  of  children 
under  15  years  of  age  immunised  in  the  area  up  to  the 
31st  December,  1950,  was  4,532,  and  the  estimated 
child  population,  according  to  the  Registrar-General's 
figures  for  mid-1950  was  6,972.  These  figures  show 
that  66%  of  the  child  population  are  now  immunised. 


Measles. 

380  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year, 
an  increase  of  128  cases  over  the  preceding  year.  Measles 
is  a  disease  which  shows  periodic  increase,  cycles  every 
three  or  five  years.  Very  few  children  escape  infection. 

The  appended  Table  sets  out  in  detail  the  notification 
of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  1950,  together  with 
the  ages  at  which  the  disease  occurred,  and  the  inci¬ 
dence  in  each  of  the  respective  Parishes.  The  number 
of  cases  treated  at  infectious  diseases  hospitals  is  also 
shown,  viz. :  6  cases  of  Diphtheria,  2  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  1  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  5  cases  of 
Dysentery,  9  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis.  The  remain¬ 
ing  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  cases  were  satisfactorily 
isolated  at  home. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Puhnonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0  ... 

•  •  •  •  * 

] 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 . 

2 

1  2 

i 

*  •  • 

5 

1  ... 

3  1 

• . 

•  •  • 

10  ... 

2 

1  3 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  V  •  « 

15 . 

3  8 

2  1 

l 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

25  ...  ... 

4  6 

1  1 

3  1 

•  •  • 

35  ... 

1 

1 

2  1 

... 

45 . 

5 

»  •  •  •  •  • 

1  ... 

1 

55 

1  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

65  &  over 

•  •  •  •  *  • 

... 

3 

•  •  • 

Totals 

16  17 

9  9 

10  4 

1 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under 
the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1925,  relating  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  72  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  relates  to  the  compul¬ 
sory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  premises  and  bedding  has  been  carried 
out  by  your  staff  on  the  removal  of  all  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria,  and  on  the  termination  of  the 
period  of  isolation,  if  the  patient  has  been  isolated  at 
home.  Disinfections  were  also  carried  out  at  houses 
where  the  death  or  removal  of  a  person  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  had  occurred. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

As  before,  the  district  was  supplied  by  the  Sunderland 
and  South  Shields  Water  Board.  Bacteriological  Exam¬ 
inations  were  carried  out  by  the  owners.  These  exam¬ 
inations  were  necessary  in  case  any  water-borne  disease 
had  been  brought  into  the  district. 

At  the  Herringtons  many  of  the  houses  are  supplied 
by  the  National  Coal  Board  from  their  pumping  station 
situated  in  Silksworth  Lane.  This  supply  was  satis¬ 
factory. 

At  Offerton,  the  supply  is  taken  from  a  well  situated 
in  a  field  to  the  north-west  of  the  village.  The  water 
is  lifted  from  the  well  by  a  pump  which  is  driven  by  a 
windmill,  and  the  water  is  stored  in  iron  storage  tanks 
situated  near  Offerton  Hall.  From  thence  it  is  led  to 
the  various  houses  in  the  village.  This  supply  was 
satisfactory. 

The  only  area  (apart  from  some  scattered  farms)  not 
provided  with  a  piped  water  supply  is  that  of  Offerton. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1950. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns.) 


England 

and 

W  ales 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 
(including 
London ) . 

148  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000  to 
50.000  at  1931 
Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County 

Births — 

Live  Births 

15.8 

Rates  per  1,000 
17.6 

Home  Populat’n 
16.7 

17  8 

Still  Births 

0.37 

0.45 

0.38 

0.36 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

11.6 

12  3 

11.6 

11.8 

Typhoid  and  Para¬ 
typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Diphtheria 

0  00 

0.00 

000 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0  36 

0.42 

0.33 

0.39 

Influenza 

0.10 

0.09 

0  10 

0.07 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

t 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
including  polioence¬ 
phalitis) 

0.02  . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.46 

0-49 

0.45 

0.48 

Notifications 

(Corrected)  — 
Typhoid  fevei  ... 

0.00 

0.00 

0  00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

O.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.03 

0  03 

0.02 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1  50 

1.56 

1.61 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough 

3.60 

3.97 

3.15 

3.27 

Diphtheria 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

Erysipelas 

0.17 

0.19 

0.16 

0.17 

Smallpox 

0  00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Measles 

8.39 

8.76 

8.36 

6.57 

Pneumonia 

0.70 

0.77 

0.61 

0.50 

Acute  poliomvelitis 
(including  polioence¬ 
phalitis) — 

Paralytic  ... 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

0.08 

Non-paralytic 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.05 

Food  poisoning 

0.17 

0.16 

0.14 

0.25 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  yea** 
of  age 

29.8(a) 

Rates  per  1,0 
33.8 

00  Live  Births. 
29.4 

26.3 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
under  2  years  of  age 

1.9 

2  2 

1.6 

1.0 

Notifications 

Rates  per 

1,000  Total  (Li 

ve  and  Still)  Bi 

rths. 

(Corrected)  — 
Puerperal  fever  and 
pyrexia 

5.81 

7.43 

4.33 

6  03 

14 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


International  List  No.  and 
cause 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Rates  per  million 
women  aged  15-44 

651.  A.bortion  with  sepsis 

0.09 

7 

650,  652.  Other  abortion  ... 

0.05 

4 

640-649,  670-678.  Complication 

of  pregnancy  and  delivery 

0.54 

681.  Sepsis  of  childbirth  and 

the  puerperium 

0.03 

680,  682-689.  Other  complica- 

lions  of  the  puerperium 

0.15 

(a)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  —  COLLECTION  AND 
DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE 

Refuse  Collection. 

It  was  again  possible  to  maintain  regular  collections 
of  house  refuse  throughout  the  year.  Another  compara¬ 
tively  mild  winter  was  experienced  with  the  result  that 
the  work  flowed  smoothly  and  was  generally  kept  to 
schedule. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  put  into  operation  an 
additional  refuse  collection  vehicle,  with  the  result  that 
six  vehicles  were  constantly  employed  in  carrying  out 
the  work,  whilst  the  refuse  collection  staff  consisted  of 
six  drivers  and  eighteen  loaders.  It  had  previously 
been  obvious  that  an  additional  vehicle  would  have  to 
be  operated,  in  order  to  cope  with  the  rapid  development 
of  housing  estates. 

It  is  worth  noting  that  no  really  serious  complaints 
were  received  in  the  Department  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  694,576  dustbins  holding  19,846  tons 
of  refuse  were  dealt  with.  This  is  an  increase  of  2,626 
tons  over  the  previous  year,  and  the  whole  represents 
a  weekly  collection  and  disposal  of  about  381  tons. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  refuse  from  the  parishes  of  Ryhope,  Silksworth 
and  Tunstall  (representing  approximately  75%  of  the 
district's  total  refuse)  is  still  being  disposed  of  at  the 
Cherryknowle  Tip,  Ryhope. 
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As  this  tip  is  nearing  completion,  it  is  becoming  in¬ 
creasingly  difficult  to  secure  soil  from  the  site,  conse¬ 
quently  we  must  rely  upon  Contractors  leaving  soil  from 
excavations  and  requiring  a  means  of  disposal. 

The  system  of  “  Controlled  Tipping  ”  is  still  being 
used  and  things  are  proceeding  satisfactorily.  During 
the  year,  13,686  tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  on  this 
tip.  The  remainder  of  the  refuse  collected  in  the  Dist¬ 
rict  is  disposed  of  by  a  modified  form  of  control  or  led 
on  to  fields  at  the  request  of  local  farmers. 

Throughout  the  whole  district  there  was  an  increased 
yield  of  2,626  tons  of  refuse,  principally  due  to  the 
rapid  development  of  the  Penny  well  Estate. 


Salvage. 

The  collections  of  waste  paper  have  again  been  made 
with  the  usual  regularity,  and  although  the  collections 
show  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  there  is  still 
room  for  considerable  improvement. 

Waste  paper  has  again  come  into  the  limelight  and  is 
regarded  as  vital  raw  material,  this  seems  incredible 
when  twelve  months  ago  local  authorities  were  finding 
it  most  difficult  to  secure  a  market  for  it,  however,  we 
are  again  faced  with  this  urgent  problem  of  increasing 
the  collections. 

The  Council  have  given  very  serious  consideration  to 
this  matter  and  have  purchased  two  new  modern  trailers 
with  steel  sliding  covers,  and  have  had  the  three  exist¬ 
ing  trailers  completely  overhauled. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  Bonus  Scheme  for  the  collectors 
has  been  instituted  on  a  sliding  scale  basis,  based  upon 
the  increase  over  the  last  year’s  collections.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  will  result  in  an  improvement  and 
go  a  long  way  towards  reaching  the  officially  accepted 
target  of  1  ton  of  waste  paper  per  1 ,000  of  the  population 
per  month. 
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Further  to  the  amount  resulting  from  the  sale  of  waste 
paper  during  the  year,  <£1/5/ Od.  was  received  from  the 
Thames  Board  Mills  as  a  bonus  for  increased  waste 
paper  collections. 

The  amount  of  revenue  received  during  the  year  1950 
is  shown  as  follows  : — 


Material  Sold 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper  .. 

.  95 

19 

1 

552 

4 

9 

Bonus  from 

Thames  Board 

Mills . 

• 

1 

5 

0 

Total 

.  95 

19 

1 

553 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  appended  summary  “  TABLE  A  ”  sets  out  the 
number  and  the  nature  of  inspections  made  as  to 
nuisances  and  sanitary  defects,  contraventions  of  Bye¬ 
laws,  etc.,  during  the  year,  together  with  the  number  of 
notices  served  to  remedy  such  defects. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  summary  that  the  bulk  of  the 
notices  served  have  been  of  an  informal  character  and 
include  letters  and  verbal  intimations  on  interview. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year,  four  privies  were  converted  into 
water-closets,  and  ten  were  demolished  following  upon 
the  vacation  of  the  corresponding  dwelling-houses. 

The  total  number  of  privies  existing  in  the  district  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  240  as  detailed  herewith.  It 
will  be  seen  that,  of  this  total,  233  privies  are  attached 
to  houses  which  are  either  in  Clearance  Areas,  or  alter¬ 
natively,  conversions  are  unlikely  because  of  the  lack 
of  sewerage  facilities.  This  means  that  there  are  seven 
privies  in  the  whole  of  the  district  where  conversions  to 
water-closets  are  possible. 
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District  in  which  situated. 

No.  of 
existing 
Privies. 

In  probable 
Clearance 
Areas,  or 
Conversions 
otherwise  not 
likely. 

Possible 

Con¬ 

versions 

Ryhope — • 

Ryhope  Street  .. 

65 

65 

— 

Burdon  Street 

31 

31 

— 

Tunstall  Street  ... 

48 

48 

— 

Cory  Street 

4 

4 

— 

Miscellaneous 

6 

5 

1 

Silksworth — > 

Farms  Cottages  ... 

22 

18 

4 

Village  School 

4 

4 

— 

Hall  Lodge  and  Cottages 

8 

8 

— 

Herrington — 

Silksworth  Lane 

— 

— 

— 

Farms  and  Cottages 

8 

6 

2 

OFFERTON  &  COXGREEN - 

11 

Farms  and  Cottages 

11 

— 

Miscellaneous 

10 

10 

— 

Hylton — • 

23 

Farms  and  Cottages 

23 

— 

Total 

240 

233 

7 

Complaints  Received. 

During  the  year  1950,  806  complaints  or  requests  were 
received  and  attended  to  relating  to  matters  briefly  sum¬ 


marised  as  follows: — 

Verminous  and  dirty  premises  ...  ...  20 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Water  Supply  (defective  fittings)  ...  2 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

Defective  waste  pipes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  w.c.'s,  privies,  etc.  ...  ...  16 

Defective  dustbins  ...  ...  ...  327 

General  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  83 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rat  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Requests  to  remove  refuse  ...  ...  6 

Houses  and  bedding  to  disinfect  ...  22 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  1 

Request  to  inspect  food  ...  ...  ...  33 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


Total  ...  806 
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TABLE  A -SUMMARY— SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
INSPECTIONS  AND  NOTICES  SERVED  1950. 


No.  of  inspections 
during  the  year. 

No.  of  defects  or  contra¬ 

ventions  of  Byelaws. 

No.  of  Informal  Notices 

served. 

Defects  remedied 

thereafter. 

No.  of  Statutory 

Notices  served. 

Defects  remedied 

thereafter. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

Housing — - 

Structural  Defects 

) 

67 

67 

28 

36 

25 

Defective  Food- 

store 

3K“) 

7 

7 

3 

3 

2 

Dampness  ... 

J 

61 

61 

29 

29 

19 

•  •  • 

Overcrowding 

10 

4  . 

, 

9  m 

•  •  • 

Nuisances — 

Dirty  or  verminous 

premises  ... 

27 

20 

20 

20 

•  •  • 

Choked  drains 

364 

359 

359 

355 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

Various 

8 

4 

4 

4 

... 

Offensive 

Accumulations  ... 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Water  Supply — 

Insufficient  (defec- 

tive  fittings) 

6 

4 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

Unsatisfactory 

4 

4 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

Drainage — 

Insufficient 

21 

10 

10 

8 

1 

1 

Defective 

13 

8 

8 

3 

6 

5 

New  drains  testing, 

etc. 

175 

•  •  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

New  drains  provided 

5919  y 

ds.  of 

4in.  dr 

ain 

Sanitary 

Conveniences — 

Insufficient 

20 

13 

13 

8 

4 

4 

Insanitary  ashpits, 

and  dustbins 

314 

226 

226 

178 

46 

45 

New  W.C.  basins  ... 

5 

2 

2 

2 

Shops  and  Stores  ... 

71 

104 

41 

59 

Dairies,  Cowsheds 

and  Milkshops  . . . 

12 

1 

1 

1 

Slaughterhouses 

607 

21 

21 

21 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

114 

1  I 

1 1 

1 1 

Workshops  and 

Workplaces 

18 

2 

2 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Manufacturing 

Premises  ... 

51 

15 

15 

12 

Bakehouses 

20 

5 

5 

4 

Canteens 

8 

4 

2 

1 

Rat  Infestations  ... 

215 

44 

44 

44 

Cinemas 

7 

2 

2 

2 

Factories 

61 

14 

10 

1  1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

39 

7 

7 

6 

Ice-cream  Premises 

16 

2 

2 

2 

2527 

1019 

950 

823 

129 

105 

— 

20 


The  following  summary  shows  the  main  types  of  work 
done  or  improvements  effected  as  the  result  of  inspec¬ 
tions  made  and  subsequent  action  taken: — 

SUMMARY  OF  WORKS  EFFECTED,  1950 


Housing  Defects. 

Repairs  to  roofs  and  spouts 

•  •  • 

50 

,,  walls  and  pointing  ... 

.  .  . 

19 

,,  chimneys,  firegrates,  ovens 

.  .  . 

23 

,,  windows  and  sash  cords  ... 

•  .  • 

27 

,,  floors,  stairs,  doors  and  woodwork 

46 

,,  wash-houses,  coppers  and  furnaces 

8 

,,  wall  and  ceiling  plaster 

.  .  . 

33 

,,  yard  and  outhouses 

.  .  • 

15 

,,  food  stores  ... 

•  •  • 

6 

Dampness  remedied 

•  •  • 

50 

Nuisances. 

Dirty  and  verminous  premises  cleansed 
disinfested 

and 

20 

Obstructed  drains  cleared 

•  .  • 

359 

Accumulations  removed 

5 

Water  Supply. 

Burst  pipes  and  defective  taps  repaired 

•  •  • 

7 

Separate  internal  supplies  provided 

. . . 

2 

Drainage. 

Wash-up  sinks  provided 

•  .  » 

2 

Defective  drains  repaired 

•  .  . 

12 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 

.  .  • 

2 

Yards  paved  or  repaired 

3 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Privy  ash-pits  abolished 

W.C’s.  provided 

•  #  • 

4 

•  .  . 

5 

,,  repaired 

•  .  . 

20 

Dustbins  provided 

•  .  . 

226 

Privies  repaired  ... 

.  .  . 

1 

Public  Conveniences. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year 
to  all  public  conveniences  in  the  district,  with  a  view  to 
ascertaining  the  existence  of  nuisances  which  may  arise 
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from  time  to  time.  The  conveniences  are  thoroughly 
cleansed  each  day  (including  Sundays)  by  workmen  on 
the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

Factories. 

The  following  tables  in  the  form  required  by  the  Home 
Office  show  the  inspections  made  of  factories  with 
mechanical  power,  factories  without  mechanical  power, 
and  other  premises  together  with  defects  found  and 
remedied  during  the  year. 

1.  Inspection  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as 
to  Health. 


Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical 
power 

41 

8 

_ 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

J8 

«> 

_ 

Other  Premises  under  the 
Act  including  works  build¬ 
ings  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including 
outworkers  premises 

2 

Total 

6! 

10 

— 

2.  Defects  Found. 


Number  of 

Defects 

Number  of  de¬ 
fects  in  res¬ 
pect  of  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Particulars 

(1> 

Found 

(2) 

Rem¬ 

edied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 

I nspector 

(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 

ture  (S.3) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation 

(S.4)  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7)  . 

Insufficient 

— 

— 

- - 

r — 

Unsuitable  or  Defec- 

tive  ... 

5 

4 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

. - 

— 

Other  Offences  ... 

4 

4 

Total  ... 

14 

13 

— 

— 

22 


Shops  and  Offices. 

A  total  of  71  shops  were  inspected  during  the  year 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating 
to  the  ventilation  and  temperature  of  shops,  sufficient 
and  suitable  sanitary  conveniences  and  other  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  shop  workers. 

Forty-nine'  were  found  to  comply  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Act,  and  22  were  found  not  to  comply  in 
certain  respects  as  summarised  below: — 


Defects 

Number 
of  shops 
where 
found. 

Ventilation  insufficient  (no  through  venti¬ 
lation) 

20 

Means  for  Maintaining  a  Reasonable 
Temperature  not  provided  or  inadequate 

18 

Sanitary  Accommodation  :  — 

No  W.C.  provided  and  no  alternative 
arrangements  for  use  of  W.C. 

14 

W.C.  used  in  common  by  occupants  of 
two  or  more  shops  or  shops  and 
dwelling-houses 

10 

Separate  W.C.  accommodation  for  sexes 
not  provided  (shops  where  over  4  of 
both  sexes  using  one  W.C.  included) 

1 

W.C.  defective 

3 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Once  again  the  complaints  received  under  the  above 
heading  were  centred  around  the  Ryhope  Colliery  Spoil 
Heap,  and  although  every  practicable  means  is  taken  to 
keep  the  burning  portions  of  the  heap  under  control,  the 
exceedingly  large  quantity  of  refuse  to  be  dealt  with  each 
day  makes  complete  control  almost  an  impossibility. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  that  during  cer¬ 
tain  periods  the  amount  of  spontaneous  combustion  is 
unduly  excessive  and  it  is  during  these  intervals  when 
the  complaints  are  most  numerous. 

The  unit  of  control  consists  of  a  large  diameter  water 
main  extending  around  the  entire  base  of  two  spoil 
heaps.  From  this  main  there  are  several  rubber  branch 
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pipes  to  which  fine  sprays  are  attached,  and,  being 
portable,  they  can  be  transferred  without  any  great  diffi¬ 
culty  to  portions  of  the  spoil  heap  requiring  the  most 
urgent  attention. 

During  the  year  this  spoil  heap  was  inspected  upon 
several  occasions  by  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Alkali 
Works,  Etc.,  Inspector. 

A  few  complaints  were  received  in  the  Department 
during  the  year  in  respect  to  this  source  of  nuisance. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  such  baths  in  the  area,  either  public  or 
privately  owned. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

During  the  year  six  complaints  were  received  in 
respect  to  bed  bug  infestations.  Of  this  number,  two 
were  in  council  houses  and  four  in  private  houses. 

Vigorous  efforts  are  still  being  made  by  this  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  complete  eradication  of  bed  bugs.  This  can 
only  be  successful  with  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
tenants. 

Both  owners  and  occupiers  are  encouraged  to  seek 
advice  and  assistance  from  the  department.  They 
themselves  are  made  responsible  for  the  stripping  of 
walls,  removal  of  skirting  moulds,  picture  rails,  etc., 
this  is  followed  up  by  spraying  with  a  reliable  insecticide 
by  a  Health  Department  employee. 

During  the  year  Zaldecide  containing  D.D.T.  was  used 
for  spraying. 

Drainage. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  again  been  in¬ 
curred  in  the  Health  Department  during  the  year  by 
the  Council’s  post-war  building  programme. 

The  various  housing  schemes  in  progress  throughout 
the  district  have  claimed  the  time  of  the  inspectors  as 
soon  as  the  respective  drainage  systems  became  ready 
for  inspection.  In  addition  to  this,  much  time  is  de¬ 
voted  to  the  arrangement,  inspection  and  testing  of  drains 
belonging  to  private  owners. 

All  main  and  branch  drains  were  tested  by  means 
of  the  Water  Test  ”  in  order  to  verify  that  they  were 
sound  and  watertight. 

Throughout  the  year,  5,919  yards  of  4  in.  drain  were 
tested,  involving  some  175  visits. 
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Rodent  Control 

The  most  important  innovation  (during  the  year)  in 
respect  to  rodent  control  was  the  initial  introduction  of 
the  Destruction  of  Pests  Act,  1949. 

This  statute,  with  many  other  additional  important 
changes,  incorporated  and  made  law  .the  conditions  pre¬ 
viously  set  out  in  Circular  “  N.S.  19  Local  Authorities. 

During  the  year  2  treatments  were  undertaken  on  each 
set  of  sewers  within  the  district  in  addition  to  several 
treatments  on  each  of  the  three  refuse  tips  in  the  area. 
Results  showed  that  each  refuse  tip  still  bears  the  mark 
of  being  a  major  infestation. 

Several  surveys  have  been  undertaken  in  order  to 
ascertain  from  time  to  time  the  degree  of  rodent  infesta¬ 
tion  in  the  district,  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  business 
premises.  The  results  showed  that  each  time  only 
isolated  infestations  were  in  existence,  and  these  in¬ 
variably  received  immediate  attention. 

Where  it  was  ascertained  that  business  premises  were 
infested  a  charge  for  the  service  of  disinfestation  was 
made  against  each  owner,  sufficient  to  cover  normal  ex¬ 
penses. 

The  work  throughout  the  year  was  effected  by  a 
trained  rodent  operative  acting  under  the,  supervision  of 
the  sanitary  inspectors.  The  methods  used  were  those 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
(Rodent  Division). 

Housing. 

Houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

With  State 

Assistance  Unaided  Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ...  232  —  j 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Per-  /■  244 

sons  ...  ...  ...  —  12  ) 


25 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 
year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in¬ 

spected  for  Housing  defects  (under 
the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  761 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  . 1,062 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (in¬ 

cluded  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  .  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  .  Nil. 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to 

be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  in¬ 
jurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation .  ...  8 

(4)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (ex¬ 

clusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  .  753 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers .  621 


•I.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  informal  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs  .  Nil. 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which 
were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil.  | 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  i  Nil. 

default  of  Owners  ...  Nil.  ) 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  re¬ 

spect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  129 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in 
which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  105  | 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  105 

default  of  Owners  ...  Nil.  ) 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  re¬ 
spect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demol¬ 

ished,  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 
underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  rooms  hav¬ 
ing  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  usual  com¬ 
modities  of  food  intended  for  human  consumption  has 
once  again  received  the  undivided  attention  of  the 
Department  throughout  the  year.  A  vast  amount  of  the 
normal  available  time  is  spent  on  this  very  important 
branch  of  the  work. 

The  inspection  of  all  meat,  both  home-killed  and  im¬ 
ported,  is  still  being  carried  out  in  the  Ryhope  Slaughter¬ 
house  and  Allocation  Centre.  Full  details  of  this  work 
can  be  found  later  in  this  report. 

Milk  Supply 

Very  little  comment  is  necessary  under  this  particular 
heading,  for  as  is  already  known,  the  responsibility  for 
the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  is  now  that  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  local 
authorities  are  responsible  only  for  seeing  that  milk  is 
distributed  in  a  hygienic  manner. 

Ice  Cream 

This  commodity  of  food  is  manufactured  for  sale  in 
only  three  premises  throughout  the  district,  but  there  are 
a  number  of  other  premises  registered  as  being  satisfac¬ 
tory  for  the  sale  only  of  this  food. 

All  premises  are  visited  regularly,  especially  during 
the  summer  season,  in  order  to  ascertain  that  the  ice¬ 
cream  is  stored  and  sold  under  hygienic  conditions  and 
that  all  utensils  are  sterilised  and  kept  free  from  con¬ 
tamination. 

During  the  year  regular  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  The  total  number  of  samples  taken 
was  89  and  the  reports  showed  the  following  results: _ 


No.  of  Samples 


Grade 


73 

4 

2 

10 


2 


O 

o 


4 
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It  would  appear  that  the  number  of  samples  falling 
into  Grade  4  is  too  great,  but  the  reason  is  due  to  the 
inadequate  facilities  that  were  originally  available  for 
transporting  the  samples  to  the  laboratory,  and  during 
the  warm  weather  it  was  found  that  some  of  the  samples 
had  reached  a  temperature  of  between  55°-60°  F. 

It  was  then  decided  to  secure  some  alternative  means 
and  the  samples  are  now  packed  in  ice  before  being 
taken  to  be  examined,  and  as  a  result  not  one  sample  has 
since  fallen  into  Grade  4. 


Precautions  against  Contamination  of  Food. 

The  year  1950  saw  the  full  effect  of  the  decision  of  the 
Council  to  inaugurate  the  Voluntary  Food  Traders’  Guild 
and  it  can  be  said,  without  hesitation,  that  the  Council 
have  no  cause  for  regret. 

The  various  food  traders  throughout  the  district  have, 
in  general,  faced  up  exceedingly  well  to  their  responsi¬ 
bilities,  and  their  interest  in  the  scheme  has  been 
revealed  by  the  number  of  enquiries  for  advice  as  to 
how  they  could  secure  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene  in 
their  premises. 

The  District  Council  have  had  drawn  up  a  very 
creditable  Hygiene  Certificate  and  have  gone  to  the 
expense  of  having  them  very  suitably  framed  for 
presentation  to  the  food  traders  whose  premises  and 
methods  measure  up  to  the  Basic  Code  of  Hygiene  as 
approved  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  40  Certificates  were  presented  to  the 
successful  traders,  which  represents  approximately  40% 
of  the  total  throughout  the  district. 

The  food  traders  have  continued  to  co-operate  ex¬ 
tremely  well  as  is  indicated  by  the  following  summary 
of  work  effected. 
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Water  supply  provided  ... 

Wash  hand  basins  installed 
Gas  or  electric  water  heaters  installed 
Walls  repaired 
Walls  re-decorated 
Ceilings  provided 
Ceilings  re-decorated 
New  windows  provided  ... 

Windows  and  doors  repaired  . 

New  drains  laid . 

Premises  cleansed 
Drains  improved  ... 

New  preparation  rooms  provided 
New  floors  laid  ... 

W.C.’s  repaired . 

New  manufacturing  plant  installed 
Artificial  light  provided  ... 

Additional  W.C.’s 
Ventilation  improved 
Dustbins  supplied 


8 

5 
8 

13 

6 
13 

3 

7 

3 

6 

3 

3 
6 
1 
1 
2 
2 

4 
3 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  usual  inspection  of  all  carcases  was  again  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year,  on  the  principle  that  the  essence 
ot  good  meat  inspection  in  the  matter  of  ensuring  a  safe 
meat  supply  to  the  public,  is  that  it  must  be  regular 
and  carried  out  as  a  matter  of  routine. 

As  already  stated,  a  large  proportion  of  the  normal 
available  time  is  devoted  to  this  very  important  branch 
of  the  work  of  the  department.  The  inspection  of  all 
meat  is  carried  out  at  the  Government  Slaughter-house, 
Ryhope,  which  serves  our  own  district  and  the  Seahani 
Urban  District,  with  a  total  population  of  over  50,000 
inhabitants. 

The  work  of  meat  inspection,  if  carried  out  with  100% 
inspection,  inevitably  entails  the  working  of  long  hours, 

many  of  which  fall  outside  the  normal  hours  of  duty. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  excellent  co¬ 
operation  exists  between  the  Council’s  Meat  Inspectors 
and  the  Government  Officials  in  charge  at  the  slaughter¬ 
house. 
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All  cattle  slaughtered  in  the  Ryhope  Slaughter-house 
continued  to  be  inspected  particularly  to  ascertain  the 
presence  of  “  Cysticercus  Bovis  ”  as  recommended  in 
Circular  M.F./5/48.  During  the  year  evidence  of  this 
disease  was  found,  in  6  carcases,  but  upon  further  detailed 
inspection,  the  lesions  referred  to  were  localised  (con¬ 
fined  to  the  head),  and  even  then  were  in  a  degenerated 
condition  with  the  result  that  only  the  organ  affected 
was  condemned. 

All  animals  slaughtered  are  inspected  before  being 
exposed  for  sale,  and  no  carcase  or  organs  allowed  to 
leave  the  slaughter-house  without  examination. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the 
year  1950  was  10,385,  this  being  considerably  more  than 
the  number  slaughtered  in  1949.  A  total  of  607  visits 
were  made  to  the  slaughter-house  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
is  set  out  below :  — 


Month 

Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs. 

Totals 

J  armary 

116 

13 

•  •  « 

1,005 

1 

1  135 

February  ... 

83 

p* 

0 

.  .  . 

547 

2 

637 

March 

90 

12 

4 

460 

2 

568 

April 

138 

6 

3 

140 

2 

289 

May 

166 

22 

.  .  . 

170 

3 

361 

Tune 

96 

19 

1 

245 

1 

362 

July  . 

172 

17 

7 

410 

.  .  • 

606 

August 

322 

33 

.  .  . 

9 1  9 

.  .  • 

1,274 

September 

355 

39 

6 

838 

. . . 

1,238 

October 

359 

77 

5 

1,786 

1 

2,228 

November 

262 

49 

2 

895 

3 

1,211 

December 

84 

11 

9 

361 

11 

476 

Totals 

2,243 

303 

37 

7.776 

26 

10,385 

In  addition  to  the  animals  as  shown  above, 
slaughtered  in  the  Government  Slaughter-house,  183  pigs 
were  slaughtered  in  various  parts  of  the  district  under 
the  Self-Suppliers  Scheme  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

They  were  all  inspected  before  being  used  for  human 
consumption. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
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during  the  year  1950  is  shown  in  the  manner  required 
each  year  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  produced  here¬ 
with. 


Cattle 

Exclu¬ 

ding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  if  known  ... 

2,243 

303 

37 

7,776 

26 

Number  inspected  .. 

2,243 

303 

37 

7,776 

26 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

9 

30 

11 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,411 

118 

2 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis. 

62.9% 

41.9% 

81% 

to 

^  ' 

15.3% 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

8 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

109 

164 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

5% 

56  9% 

... 

... 

3.8% 

As  ^  a  result  of  the  inspections  at  the  Government 
Slaughter-house,  various  diseased  or  unsound  conditions 
were  discovered  as  detailed  in  the  following  tables. 

1  he  amount  of  Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  in  TABLE  1, 
and  other  diseased  conditions  in  TABLE  2. 


TABLE  1. 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 


Portion  Dealt  With. 

In  B 

ovines 

In  1 

Hgs 

Number 

Con¬ 

demned 

Weight. 

Number 

Con¬ 

demned. 

Weight. 

Meat 

Entire  carcase  and  all 

Stones 

Stones 

organs 

12 

537f 

1 

7| 

Forequarters  (Portions). 

5 

Briskets 

2 

‘ii 

0-4 

... 

Skirts 

13 

H 

Udders 

1 

i 

•  •  • 

... 

Total  Weight  of  Meat  ... 

... 

559£ 

... 

n 

Offals 

Stones 

Heads  ... 

1  10 

251 

Sets  of  Lungs  ... 

253 

180 

Livers 

63 

54 

Stomachs 

10 

26 

Intestines  ...  ... 

10 

3 

Mesenteries 

7 

7 

Hearts 

5 

1 

... 

... 

Total  Weight  of  Offal  ... 

... 

522 

... 

... 

TABLE  2. 

OTHER  DISEASED  OR  UNSOUND  CONDITIONS  IN  FOOD  ANIMALS 


Meat  Condemned. 

Edible 

Offals  Condemned. 

=8 

Diseased  or 

No  of 

u 

rr,  C/) 

Unsound 

Conditions. 

Whole 

Car- 

Parts  of 

Carcases 

Wght 

c n 
"U 

*4H 

O  (/) 
be 

V) 

u 

> 

•  rH 

1 

c n 
4-> 

Vh 

$  v 
O.S 

rf  -M 

C  CLi 

o  tr 

cases. 

cd 
< V 

W  rj 

-ft  S 

<D 

> 

MH 

r  ■  < 

oj 

0) 

CO  M 

•  H 

►J 

a 

■F-'  L-t 

CO 

Cattle. 

Abscesses 

Portions  of 

Stones 

Beef  ...  4 

1 

•  • . 

3 

177 

•  •  • 

9 

Skirts  ...  2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

, 

Mastitis 

Udders  ...  104 

72 

a  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  . 

Cirrhosis 

•  •  • 

813 

Flukes 

... 

•  •  • 

532 

Pleurisy  ... 

... 

55 

.  .  . 

... 

Angioma  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

Pericarditis 

... 

•  •  • 

17 

Peritonitis 

2 

2 

Actinomycosis 
Bruising  ... 

Portions  of 

9 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Beef  ...  38 

82 

Splashing 

P’tion  of  Beef  1 
Skirts  ...  2 

H 

4 

Bone-Taint 

Hindquarters 

of  Beef  3 

Portions  of 

42 

Hindquarter 
Beef  ...  3 

Ui 

Injury 

Portions  of 

Beef  ...  2 

13 

Degeneration 

P’tion  of  Beef  1 

3f 

General  Dropsy  ... 

5 

167^ 

Emaciation 
Cysticercus  Bovis 

5 

118j 

6 

... 

•  •• 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

Total  weights  of 
Beef  and  No.  of 
Offals  . 

522| 

15 

58 

1001 

532 

17 

1 1 

Calves 

Immaturity 

30 

84| 

Total  weight  of 
Veal  . 

84^ 

Sheep  &  Lambs 
Moribund 

3 

1 2f 

Fevered 

1 

3 

Dropsical 

4 

124 

Emaciation 

3 

64 

Inflammation 

2  Laps  of  M  ’ton 

1 

Abscesses 

P’tion  of  M’ton 

If 

Putrefaction 

Sweetbreads  ... 

144 

Total  weight  of 
Mutton 

51f 

Pigs 

Fevered 

1 

15 

Drowned  ... 

1 

15 

Traumatism 

Leg  of  Pork  3 

124 

Total  weight  of 
pork 

1 

424 

• 
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Total  weight  of  home-killed  meat  and  offals  condemned 


on  account  of  Tuberculosis 
sound  Conditions :  — 

Beef  ...  l,081f  Stones 
Veal  ...  84J  ,, 

Mutton  ...  51f 

Pork  ...  50J 

1,268  Stones 


and  Other  Diseased  or  Un- 

Beef  Offals  1,520  Stones 
Veal  Offals  - — 

Mutton  Offals  — 

Pork  Offals  — 


1,520  Stones 


Inspection  of  Frozen  and  Chilled  Meat  and  Offals. 

Approximately  80%  of  all  frozen  and  chilled  carcases, 
including  cases  and  bags  of  offals,  are  examined  at  the 
Government  Saughter-house,  before  being  distributed  by 
the  Manager  of  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association 
to  the  various  buying  groups. 

As  a  result  of  the  inspections  the  following  quantities 
of  imported  meat  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 


human  consumption :  — • 

On  account  of  Description 

Weight 

Stones 

Bone-taint 

1  Hindquarter  of  Beef  ... 

...  12 

do. 

4  Portions  of  Hindquarter  Beef 

...  37i 

do. 

1  Hindquarter  of  Beef 

...  15f 

Total  weight  of  Imported  Meat  ...  65 1 


Total  weight  of  Home-killed  and  Imported  Meat  and 
Offals  condemned: — 

2,788  Stones 

65i  ,, 

2,853J  Stones 


(17  Tons,  16  Cwts.,  2  Qtrs.,  1  St.,  3J  lbs.) 
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The  following  foodstuffs  were  also  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption :  — 


85  x  6  lbs.  Tins  Corned  Beef. 

84  x  12  ozs.  Tins  Corned  Beef 

13  Tins 

Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

296  Tins 

Evaporated  Milk. 

83  ,, 

Condensed  Milk. 

42  ,, 

Tomatoes. 

61  ,, 

Peas. 

6  ,, 

Pork  Brawn. 

17  ,, 

Beans. 

1  ,, 

Pilchards. 

3  ,, 

Scotch  Broth. 

6  ,, 

Beetroot. 

1  ,, 

Grapefruit. 

5  ,, 

Soup. 

4  ,, 

Salmon. 

17  ,, 

Plums. 

4  ,, 

Guaves. 

1  ,, 

Cod  Roe. 

5  ,, 

Carrots. 

9  ,, 

Tomato  Juice 

1  ,, 

Potted  Meat. 

9  ,, 

Tongue. 

17  ,, 

Pears. 

1  „ 

Veal  Loaf. 

1  ,, 

Crayfish . 

7  ,, 

Pork  and  Beef  Loaf. 

11  ,, 

Stewed  Steak. 

2  ,, 

Fruit. 

5  ,, 

Rabbit 

5  ,, 

Danish  Pork. 

28  ,, 

Jam. 

8  „ 

Apricots. 

11  ,, 

Meat  and  Gravy. 

2  ,, 

Apples. 

1  ,, 

Pork  Sausage. 

17  ,, 

Peaches. 

1  ,, 

Prunes. 

48  ,, 

Baked  Beans. 

3  ,, 

Mixed  Vegetables. 

36  ,, 

Butter  Beans. 

1  ,, 

Meat  Cereal. 

173  ,, 

Luncheon  Meat. 

1  ,, 

Crab  meat. 

5  ,, 

Vegetables. 

4  ,, 

Rhubarb. 

1  ,, 

Mincemeat. 

11  ,, 

Ham. 

1  ,, 

Veal. 

1  ,, 

Bilberries. 

2  ,, 

Bacon. 

1  ,, 

Golden  Syrup. 

1  ,, 

Fish  Paste. 

1  Carton  Cream  Cheese. 

5  Bottles  Sauce. 

5  Jars  Rhubarb. 

6  Jars 

Pickles. 

9 

Beetroot. 

134  lbs 

.  Margarine. 

75  lbs. 

Dried  Peaches. 

209"  ,, 

Bacon. 

78  ,, 

Date. 

56  lbs. 

10  ozs.  Smoked  Bacon 

40  ,, 

Figs. 

197  ,, 

Ham. 

30  ,, 

Prunes. 

132  ,, 

Sugar. 

61  ,, 

Tea. 

61  ,, 

Cooking  Fat. 

56  J  ,, 

Pork  Sausage. 

70J  ,, 

Butter. 

194  lbs 

.  Cheese. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  only  offensive  trade  carried  on  in  the  area  is  that 
of  tripe  boiling. 

The  premises  upon  which  this  trade  is  performed  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Ryhope  &  Silksworth  Industrial 
and  Provident  Society  and  are  attached  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Slaughter-house. 

The  regular  inspection  of  the  premises  has  been  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year  involving  some  114  visits. 

I  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MATHEW  B.  H.  CHURCHILL,  M.S  I. A., 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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